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Press release

Feeding systems for sustainable production 

Coperion K-Tron supplies feeding systems for continuous production at Pfizer Manufacturing Deutschland GmbH 
 
Stuttgart, July 2017 – Coperion K-Tron Niederlenz, Switzerland, has supplied two feeding systems comprising five feeders each to Pfizer Manufacturing Deutschland GmbH in Freiburg, Germany, as part of a project to expand their existing plant and switch to continuous production. The Coperion K-Tron feeding systems are a key part of the new continuous production concept. At Pfizer, the compact arrangement of pharmaceutical feeders supplied by Coperion K-Tron accurately deliver ingredients into the continuous mixing process, thereby guaranteeing consistent and very high quality end products.

Continuous production for greater sustainability
In converting their facility in Freiburg to continuous production, Pfizer is increasing the flexibility and also sustainability of the plant by implementing various environmentally friendly measures. This makes the Pfizer plant in Freiburg one of the most modern pharmaceutical production facilities in the world – not to mention one of the most highly automated.

In the continuous system, individual production steps – i.e. supplying, feeding and mixing – are linked together in the process without interruption and optimally tuned to one another. Pfizer decided to draw from Coperion K-Tron’s many years of experience and expertise in feeding technology. The scope of supply comprised two complete feeding systems, each consisting of two high-accuracy K-PH-ML-D5-KT20 gravimetric twin screw feeders with ActiFlow™ and P10 Jetfilters, in addition to three K-PH-ML-D5-KT35 gravimetric twin screw feeders with ActiFlow and P10 Jetfilters. Coperion K-Tron digital SFT weighbridges continuously measure the weight of each feeder, allowing the KCM feeder control modules to monitor and regulate the feed rates in a highly accurate manner. The Coperion K-Tron pharmaceutical feeding systems with patented SFT technology fulfill the stringent requirements of the pharmaceutical industry. 

One vital requirement for the feeding systems was to precisely feed the various ingredients, delivering them into the process as required by the formulation of the medication in question. The highly accurate, patented digital weighing technology and the controller’s quick reaction time allow smaller feed hoppers to be used. A benefit of the smaller Coperion K-Tron feed hoppers used in the system is that the surface area which needs cleaning is also smaller in comparison to larger feed hoppers, thereby reducing the cleaning effort involved. One major challenge when designing the feeding systems was the requirement to position the five feeding devices in a circle within a tight installation space and yet still ensure ease of accessibility and maintenance. With many years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry and comprehensive expertise in the field of feeding solutions, Coperion K-Tron was able to make the customer’s requirements a reality and supply the desired feeding systems for continuous production.

Since the futuristic plant in Freiburg was opened on May 23, 2017 and the existing batch production was converted to continuous production, Pfizer is now operating with a new, fully automated production process. 

Coperion is the international market and technology leader in compounding and extrusion systems, feeding and weighing technology, bulk materials handling systems and services. Coperion designs, develops, manufactures and maintains systems, machines and components for the plastics, chemicals, pharmaceutical, food and minerals industries. Within its four divisions – Compounding & Extrusion, Equipment & Systems, Materials Handling and Service – Coperion has 2,500 employees and nearly 30 sales and service companies worldwide. For more information visit www.coperion.com or email info@coperion.com.

Coperion K-Tron (www.coperion.com) is a business unit of Coperion and is a global leader and single source supplier of material handling and feeding systems. Coperion K-Tron has defined the leading edge of technology for material handling and feeding applications in the process industries.


Pfizer - Together for a healthier world Many things can change for people when they get sick; it is the start of an often difficult journey. More than 10,000 researchers and around 97,000 employees at Pfizer are working to help people on this journey. They develop and distribute innovative medicines and vaccines as well as some of the world's most widely known over-the-counter products. 

Headquartered in New York, the company generated US$ 52.8 billion in total revenue in 2016. In Germany, Pfizer currently employs more than 2,000 people at three locations, Berlin, Freiburg and Karlsruhe.


Dear colleagues, 
You can download this press release in German and English and the colour photos in printable quality from the Internet at https://www.coperion.com/en/news-media/newsroom/


Editorial contact and voucher copies: 
Dr. Jörg Wolters,  KONSENS Public Relations GmbH & Co. KG,
Hans-Kudlich-Strasse 25,  D-64823 Groß-Umstadt
Phone:  +49 (0)60 78/93 63-0,  Fax:  +49 (0)60 78/93 63-20
E-Mail:  mail@konsens.de,  Internet:  www.konsens.de



The Coperion K-Tron feed system for the Pfizer plant in Freiburg integrates five feeders into one extremely compact solution as part of a continuous production process. 
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